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ABRAHAM    LINCOLN    ON   THE   SABBATH. 


Abraham  Lincoln  put  the  ease  for  the  Sabbath  perfectly: 
when  he  said  :  "As  we  keep  or  break  the  Sabbath,  we  nobly! 
save  or  meanly  lose  the  last,  best  hope  by  which  man  arises. "i 

From  the  White  Souse,  on  November  15,  1862,  he  wrote 
the  following  letter  to   the  army: 

"The  President,  Commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and 
navy,  desires  and  enjoins  the  orderly  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  by  the  officers  and  men  in  the  military  and  naval 
services.  The  importance  for  man  and  beast  of  the  prescrib- 
ed weekly  rest,  the  sacred  rights  of  Christian  soldiers  and 
sailors,  a  becoming  deference  to  the  best  sentiment  of  a 
Christian  people,  and  a  due  regard  for  the  Divine  will,  de- 
mand fTiat  Sunday  labor  in  the  army  and  navy  be  reduced  to 
'the  measure  of  strict  necessity.  The  discipline  and  character 
of  the  national  forces  should  not  suffer,  nor  the  cause  they 
defend  be  imperiled,  by  the  profanation  of  the  day  or  nam'5 
of  the  Most  High. 

A.    LINCOLN. 


National  Re-nublic,  August,   1926. 


Lincoln  on  Sabbath  Observance 

IN  AN  order  issued  on  November  16,  18G2,  President 
Abraham  Lincoln  said:  "The  President,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  desires  and  enjoins  t lie- 
orderly  observance  of  the  Sabbath  by  the  officers  ami 
men  in  the  military  and  naval  service.  The  importance 
for  man  and  beast  of  the  prescribed  weekly  rest,  the 
sacred  rights  of  Christian  soldiers  and  sailors,  a  becom- 
ing deference  to  the  best  sentiment  of  a  Christian  people, 
and  a  due  regard  for  the  Divine  will,  demand  that  Sunday 
labor  in  the  army  and  navy  be  reduced  to  the  measure  of 
strict  necessity.  The  discipline  and  character  of  the  na- 
tional forces  should  not  suffer,  nor  the  cause  they  defend 
be  imperiled,  by  the  profanation  of  the  day  or  name  of  the 
Most  High.  At  this  time  of  public  distress' — adopting 
the  words  of  Washington  in  177G — 'men  may  rind  enough 
to  do  in  the  service  of  God  and  their  country  without 
abandoning  themselves  to  vice  and  immorality.'  The  first 
general  order  issued  by  the  Father  of  his  Country  after 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  indicates  the  spirit  in 
which  our  institutions  were  founded  and  should  ever  be 
defended.  'The  general  hopes  and  trusts  that  every  officer 
and  man  will  endeavor  to  live  and  act  as  becomes  a 
Christian  soldier,  defending  the  dearest  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  his  countrv.' " 


Two  Keligious  Documents  by  Lincoln. 

From  The  Century  Life  of  Lincoln 
in  August  we  quote  the  following:  — 
We  subjoin  two  papers  from  the  hand 
of  the  President,  one  official  and  the 
other  private,  which  bear  within  them- 
selves the  imprint  of  a  sincere  devotion 
and  a  .steadfast  reliance  upon  the  power 
and  benignity  of  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence. The  first  is  an  order  which  he 
issued  on  16th  of  November,  1864,  on 
the  observance  of  Sunday  : 

"  The  President,  Commander  in- 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  desires 
and  enjoins  the  orderly  observance  of 
the  Sabbath  day  by  the  officers  and 
men  in  the  military  and  naval  service. 
The  importance  for  man  and  beast  of 
the  prescribed  weekly  rest,  the  sacred 
rights  of  Christian  soldiers  and  sailors, 
a  becoming  deference  to  the  best  senti- 
ment of  Christian  people,  and  a  due 
regard  for  the  Divine  will,  demand  that 
Sunday  labor  in  the  Army  and  Navy  be 
reduced  to  the  measure  of  strict  neces- 
sity. The  discipline  and  character  of 
the  national  forces  should  not  suffer, 
nor  the  cause  they  defend  be  imperiled, 
by  the  profanation  of  the  day  or  name 
of  the  Most  High.  '  At  this  time  of 
public  distress  [adopting  the  words  of 
Washington  in  1776]  men  may  find 
enough  to  do  in  the  service  of  their  God 
and  their  country  without  abandoning 
themselves  to  vice  and  immorality.' 
Tne  first  General  Order  issued  by  the 
Father  of  his  Country  after  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  indicated  the 
spirit  in  which  our  institutions  were 
founded  and  should  ever  be  defended. 
'  The  General  hopes  and  trusts  that 
every  otficer  and  man  will  endeavor  to 
live  and  act  as  becomes  a  Christian  sol- 
dier, defending  the  dearest  rights  and 
liberties  ol  his  country.'  " 

The  date  of  this  remarkable  order 
leaves  no  possibility  for  the  insinuation 
that  it  sprung  from  any  political  pur- 
pose or  intention.  Mr.  Lincoln  had 
just  been  rcc'ccted  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  ;  his  party  was  everywhere  tri- 
umphant ;  his  own  personal  popularity 
was  unbounded  ;  there  was  no  tempta- 
tion to  hypocrisy  01  deceit.  There  is 
no  explanation  of  the  order  except  that 
it  was  the  offspring  of  sincere  convic- 
tion. But  if  it  may  be  said  that  this 
was,  after  all,  an  exoteric  utterance 
springing  from  those  relations  of  relig- 
ion and  good  government  which  the 
wisest  rulers  have  always  recognized  in 
their    intercourse  with   the   people,  we 


will  give  one  other  document  of  which 
nothing  ot  the  sort  can  be  said.  It  is 
a  paper  which  Mr.  Lincoln  wrote  in 
Scptembci,  186^,  while  his  mind  was 
burdened  with  the  ueightiest  question 
of  his  lite,  the  weightiest  with  which 
this  century  has  had  to  grapple.  Weai  ltd 
with  all  the  considerations  oi  law  and 
of  expediency  with  which  he  had  been 
struggling  for  two  years,  he  retired 
within  himself  and  tried  to  bring  some 
order  into  his  thoughts  by  rising  above 
the  wrangling  of  men  and  of  parties, 
and  pondering  the  relations  of  human 
government  to  the  Divine.  In  this 
fame  of  mind,  absolutely  detached 
from  any  earthly  considerations,  he 
wrote  this  meditation.  It  has  never 
been  published.  It  was  not  written  to 
be  seen  of  men.  It  was  penned  in  the 
awful  sincerity  of  a  perfectly  honest 
soul  trying  to  bring  itself  into  closer 
communion  with  its  Maker. 

"  The  will  of  God  prevails.  In  great 
contests  each  party  claims  to  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  will  of  God.  Both 
may  be  and  one  must  be  wrong.  God 
cannot  bejor  and  against  the  same  thing 
at  the  same  time.  In  the  present  civil 
war  it  is  quite  possible  that  God's  pur- 
pose is  something  different  from  the 
purpose  of  either  party ;  and  yet  the 
human  instrumentalities,  working  just 
as  they  do,  are  of  the  best  adaptation 
to  effect  his  purpose.  I  am  almost 
ready  to  say  that  this  is  probably  true  ; 
that  God  wills  this  contest,  and  wills 
that  it  shall  not  end  yet.  By  his  mere 
great  power  on  the  minds  of  the  now 
contestants.he  could  have  either  saved  ox 
destroyed  the  Union  without  a  human 
contest.  Yet  the  contest  began.  And 
having  begun,  he  could  give  the  final 
victory  to  either  side  any  day.  Yet  the 
contest  proceeds." 


THE    LUTHERAN 


Three-Hundred-Sixty-five-Day 
Patriots 


An  editorial  in  a  daily  paper  used  the  phrase, 
"565  day  patriots,"  a  variation  of  the  familiar  expres- 
sion, "100  per  cent  patriots."  Put  them  together 
and  we  have  the  perfect  description,  100  per  cent  pa- 
triots   365    days   of   the   year. 

No  one  can  question  the  100  per  cent  patriotism 
of  the  Presidents,  Jurists  and  Statesmen  who  have 
expressed  themselves  on  a  matter  which  they  regard 
of   greatest    importance   to  our   beloved   country. 

George  Washington:  "The  Commander-in-Chief 
directs  that  divine  service  be  performed  every  Sun- 
day at  eleven  o'clock  in  each  brigade  which  has  a 
chaplain.  Those  brigades  which  have  none  will  attend 
the  places  of  worship  nearest  to  them.  It  is  expected 
that  officers  of  all  ranks  will  by  their  attendance  set 
an  example  to  their  men.  While  we  are  duly  perform- 
ing the  duty  of  good  soldiers  we  certainly  ought  not 
to  be  inattentive  to  the  highest  duties  of  religion.  To 
the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  a  patriot  it  should 
be  our  highest  glory  to  add  the  more  distinguishing 
characteristics  of  a  Christian."  From   farewell  ad- 

dress: "Reason  and  experience  both  forbid  us  to  expect 
that  national  morality  can  prevail  in  exclusion  of 
religious  principles.  Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits 
which  lead  to  political  prosperity,  religion  and 
morality  are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain  would 
that  man  claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism  who  should 
labor  to  subvert  these  great  pillars  of  human  happi- 
ness, these  firmest  props  of  the  duties  of  men  and 
citizens.  The  mere  politician  equally  with  the  pious 
man  ought  to  respect  and  cherish  them.  A  volume 
could  not  trace  all  their  connections  with  private 
and    public    life." 

William  Henry  Harrison:  Experience  and 
observation  convince  me  that  all  who  work  require 
the   rest   which   a   general   observance  of   the   Sabbath 


only  can  secure.  We  should  unice  in  securing1  for 
him  the  rest  that  body  and  spirit  demand  for  their 
best  conduct  and  highest  good.  Those  who  do  not 
find  the  divine  command  in  the  book  cannot  fail 
to  find   it   in   the  man." 

Abraham  Lincoln:  "The  President,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  desires  and  enjoins 
the  orderly  observance  of  the  Sabbath  day  by  officers 
and  men  in  the  military  and  naval  service.  The 
importance  for  man  and  beast  of  the  prescribed 
weekly  rest,  the  sacred  rights  of  Christian  soldier', 
and  sailors,  a  becoming  deference  to  the  best  senti- 
ment of  a  Christian  people,  and  a  due  regard  for 
the  Divine  demand  that  Sunday  labor  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  be  reduced  to  the  measure  of  strict  neces- 
sity." 

U.  S.  Grant:  When  in  Paris  former  President 
Grant  was  invited  by  the  French  president  to  attend 
the  races  with  him  on  Sunday.  His  reply  was: 
"It  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  my 
countrymen,  nor  with  the  spirit  of  my  religion  to 
spend  Sunday  in  this  way.  I  beg  you  to  permit  me 
to  decline  the  honor."  President  Grant  attended  the 
service  for  worship  at   the  American  Chapel. 

William  McKinley:  "1  am  in  favor  of  Sunday 
legislation  and  strict  observance  of  the  Christian 
Sabbath." 

Theodore  Roosevelt:  "Experience  shows  that 
the  Lord's  Day  is  essential  to  mankind;  that  it  is 
demanded   by   civilization   as   well   as   by   Christianity.' 

William  H.  Taft:  "Religion  and  morality  are 
the  corner-stones  of  our  Republic."  While  President. 
on  August  24,  1912,  Mr.  Taft  signed  the  bill  passed 
by  Congress  releasing  120,000  letter  carriers  and 
postoffice   clerks    from    Sunday    work. 

Woodrow  Wilson:  "The  supreme  test  of  the 
Christian  Church  has  come;  ....  we  must  all 
speak,  act  and  serve  together.  .  .  The  best  thing 
the  Church  can  do  is  to  maintain  itself  at  the  maxi- 
mum   of    spiritual    power." 

Calvin  Cooi.idgl:  "I  profoundly  believe  in  the 
S.ibbath    and    have   always    recognized    its    sacred    im- 


pprtaiice.  I  feel  that  we  should  give  attention  not 
only  to  the  physical,  but  also  to  the  moral  and  spir- 
itual phases  of  the  Holy  Day.  I  promise  you  my 
influence  toward  a  more  wholesome  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  day  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  else^ 
where    throughout    the    nation." 

United  States  Supreme  Court,  unanimous  opin- 
ion, delivered  by  Mr.  Justice  Field,  March  16,  1885, 
11  j  U.  S.  710:  "Laws  setting  aside  Sunday  as  a  day 
of  rest  are  upheld,  not  from  any  right  of  the  govern- 
ment to  legislate  for  the  promotion  of  religious  ob- 
servance, but  from  its  right  to  protect  all  persons 
from  that  physical  and  moral  debasement  that  comes 
from  uninterrupted  labor.  Such  laws  have  always 
been  deemed  beneficial  and  merciful  laws  .  .  .  and 
their  validity  has  been  sustained  by  the  highest  courts 
of   the  States." 

Supreme  Court  01  the  State  of  New  York.: 
"The  Christian  Sabbath,  as  one  of  the  institutions 
of  religion,  may  be  protected  from  desecration  by 
such  laws  as  the  Legislature  in  their  wisdom,  may 
deem  necessary  to  secure  to  the  community  the 
privilege  of  undisturbed  worship,  and  to  the  day 
itself  that  outward  respect  and  observance  which 
may  be  deemed  essetnial  to  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  society  and  to  preserve  religion  and  its 
ordinances  from  open  reviling  and  contempt,  and 
this  not  as  a  duty  to  God,  but  as  a  duty  to  society 
and    the    state." 

Justice  Harlan,  U.  S.  Supreme  Court:  "The 
due  observance  of  the  Sabbath  is  vital  to  the  purity 
and  integrity  of  the  social  organism.  While  the 
State  may  not  deal  with  this  question  in  its  purely 
religious  aspect,  it  may  deal  with  it  as  involved 
in  the  right  to  have  one  day  in  seven  set  apart, 
under  the  sanction  of  law,  as  a  day  on  which  un- 
necessary labor  shall  cease  upon  the  part  of  all, 
thereby  securing  for  each  person  an  opportunity  for 
that  rest  of  body  and  mind  which  the  public  health 
and    the    public    safety    demand." 

Justice  McLean,  U.  S.  Supreme  Court:  "Where 
there  is  no  Christian  Sabbath  there  is  no  Christian 
morality,  and  without  these  free  institutions  cannot 
long    be   sustained." 


Daniel  Webster,  U.  S.  Senator:  "Sunday  is 
nature's  law  as  well  as  God's.  No  individual  or 
nation  habitually  disregarding  it  has  failed  to  fall 
upon  disaster  and  grief.  The  longer  I  live  trr 
more  highly  do  I  esteem  the  proper  observance  ot 
the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  the  more  grateful  do 
I  feel  toward  those  who  impress  its  importance  on 
the  community.  Our  Republic  will  not  survive  the 
loss   of   the   American    Sabbath   one   century." 

John   Sherman,  U.  S.  Senator,  Secretary  of  State: 

The  Sabbath  is  an  inheritance  from  our  forefathers 
which  should  be  cherished  as  a  part  of  the  institu- 
tions  of  our   government." 

Wm.  H.  Seward,  U.  S.  Senator,  Secretary  of  State: 
"The  ordinance  which  requires  the  observance  of 
one  day  in  seven,  and  the  Christian  faith  which 
hallows  it,  are  chief  security  for  all  civil  and  re- 
ligious  liberty." 

Many  more  similar  quotations  could  be  given  from 
statesmen,    publicists,    philanthropists. 

Am  1  a  365  day  patriot?  may  well  be  the  ques- 
tion each  one  asks  himself  or  herself  after  reading 
these  expressions  of  men  of  highest  rank  among 
patriots  of  the  United  States.  Or  do  I  subtract  5* 
days  each  year  from  the  standard  of  100  per  cent 
patriotism  as  set  by  these  men?  Do  I  do  those 
things  or  sanction  those  things  that  bring  "disaster 
.ind    grief"    to  an    "individual   or    nation"? 

Think  this  through  and  govern  yourself  accord- 
ingly and  you  and  the  country  will  be  vastly  the 
hitter     for     it. 

"America!    America!    God    mend    thine 
ev'ry    flaw. 
Confirm    thy  soul    in   self-control. 
Thy    liberty    in    law." 

This  leaflet  provided  by  Cabrillo  Chapter,  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution,  Los  Angeles,  co- 
operating with  the  Lord's  Day  Alliance  of  California. 
For    free   distribution. 

Kiv.    HERBERT   Booth    Smith.    D.  D.,  President. 
Rev.    \\  .    \\  .    Casselberry,    General    Secretary. 
625    X.    Ardmore    Avenue, 

Los   Angeles,   Calif. 


